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turb his devotions or interrupt his tears. Overcome by importunities,
he admitted a holy anchoret named Moyses to live with him as his disciple.

God bestowed on St John an extraordinary grace of healing the
spiritual disorders of souls. Among others, a monk called Isaac was
brought almost to the brink of despair by most violent temptations of
the flesh. He addressed himself to St John, who perceived by his tears
how much he underwent from that conflict and struggle which he felt
within himself. The servant of God commended his faith, and said,
" My son, let us have recourse to God by prayer." They accordingly
prostrated themselves together on the ground in fervent supplication for
a deliverance, and from that time the infernal serpent left Isaac in peace.
Many others resorted to St John for spiritual advice; but the devil excited
some to jealousy, who censured him as one who, out of vanity, lost much
time in unprofitable discourse. The saint took this accusation, which was
a mere calumny, in good part, and as a charitable admonition; he there-
fore imposed on himself a rigorous silence for near a twelvemonth. This,
his humility and modesty, so much astonished his calumniators that they
joined the rest of the monks in beseeching him to reassume his former
function of giving charitable advice to all that resorted to him for it, and
not to bury that talent of science which he had received for the benefit of
many. He who knew not what it was to contradict others, with the same
humility and deference again opened his mouth to instruct his neighbour
in the rules of perfect virtue, in which office, such was the reputation of
his wisdom and experience, that he was regarded as another Moses in
that holy place.

St John was now seventy-five years old, and had spent forty of them
in his hermitage, when, in the year 600, he was unanimously chosen
Abbot of Mount Sinai, and superior-general of all the monks and hermits
in that country. Soon after he was raised to this dignity, the people of
Palestine and Arabia, in the time of a great drought and famine, made
their application to him as to another Elias, begging him to intercede
with God in their behalf. The saint failed not, with great earnestness,
to recommend their distress to the Father of mercies, and his prayer was
immediately recompensed with abundant rains. St Gregory the Great,
who then sat in St Peter's chair, wrote to our holy abbot,1 recommending
himself to his prayers, and sent him beds, with other furniture and money,
for his hospital, for the use of pilgrims near Mount Sinai. John, who
had used his utmost endeavours to decline the pastoral charge when he
saw it laid upon him, neglected no means which might promote the
sanctification of all those who were entrusted to his care* That posterity
might receive some share in the benefit of his holy instructions, John,
the learned and virtuous Abbot of Raithu, a monastery situate towards

1 St Greg. lib. xi. Ep. x ; lib. adi. Ep. 16, t. ii. p. 1091.